
PCA STATEMENTS ON
HOMOSEXUALITY
In light of the recent decisions in the Episcopal Church
to approve an openly homosexual man as bishop and
the blessing of same-sex unions,  questions have been
asked about the position of the Presbyterian Church in
America  on  these  issues.  Here  is  a  brief  overview of
actions of past  General  Assemblies and summaries of
these actions:

Thedvust d G eneraldAssemblyd lu9 9 wmdadopted da
Declaration dof dCo nsciencedthatdw asdsentdto dthe
P residentdofdthedU niteddStatesdofdAm ericadlw ithdcopiesdto
thedleadership dof dthedUn ited dStatesdH ou sedof
R epresentativ esdanddSenatedanddtodthedg overnorsdofdthe
severaldstatesdanddanydotherdinteresteddpartiesm:

“M rrdP residentpdindthisdD eclarationdthedG eneral
Assem blydofdthedP resbyteriandCh u rchdindAm ericadhu m bly
declaresditsdconsciencedconcerning dthedm oraldleg itim acy
ofdhom osexu alityrddG oddhasdspokendw ithou tdequ iv ocation
throu g h dhisdW ordddeclaring dhom osexu alitydto dbeda
perversiondofdhisdcreateddorderpdhisdm oraldlaw pdanddthe
fou ndationsdofdsocietyrrr

ddddddd“P leasednote:ddindcondem ning dhom osexu aldpractice
w edclaim dnodselfqrig hteou snessrddThedBibledw edcitedalso
teachesdthatdalldparticu lardsinsdflow dfrom donedrebelliou s
disposition d of d heart…r Thed Apostled rem inds d the
Co rinthiandbeliev erspd‘Anddsu chdw eredsom edofdyou ;dbu t
you dw eredw ashedpdbu tdyou dw eredsanctifiedpdbu tdyou dw ere
ju stifieddindthednam edofdthedLorddJesu sdC hristpdanddindthe
Spiritdofdou rdG odr’”

dIndandactiondtitled:d“IndO ppositiondtodDisney’sdP rom otion
ofdH om osexu aldLifestylep”dthedu9 9 6 dG eneraldAssem bly
saidpd“W edabhordw hatdDisneydanddotherdcorporationsddo
todprom otedthedhom osexualdlifestyler”

dIndu9 9 7 dthedP CA dG eneraldAssemblydtookdthedfollow ing
actiondw ithdreg arddtodthedboycottdofdDisney:

ddddddddIndresponsedtodthedboycottdofdD isneydenterprisesdby
Ch ristian d g rou psd including d thed Sou thern d Baptist
Co nventionpdthedP resbyterian dCh u rch din dAm erica
reiteratedditsdpositiondondhom osexu aldissu esdadoptedd
indu9 9 6r

“W edaffirm dthedBible’sdteaching dthatdprom otion
ofdhom osexu aldcondu ctdanddrelationshipsdbydanydsocietyp
inclu ding daction dbydthedg overnm entsdto dsanction dand
leg itim izedhom osexu aldrelationshipsdbydthedleg alization
ofdhom osexualdm arriag espdisdandabom inabledsindcalling
fordG od’sdju dg m entdu pon danydsu ch dsocietydlLeviticu s
u8 :vvdanddR om ansdu:u8 qwvmr

“W edalsodaffirm dou rdbeliefdindthedtransform ing
pow erdofdG od’sdg racedanddou rdcom m itm entdtod‘speaking
thedtruthdindlove’dtodthosedindthedhom osexu aldcom m u nityr”

dThedu9 9 9 dG eneraldAssem blyddeclareddthatdhom osexu al
activitydisdsindanddnotdandacceptabledalternativedlifestyler
M oreoverpdP CA dchu rchesdw eredw arned dabou tdthe
ag g ressivedhom osexu aldag endardd

dThedfollow ing disdfou nddin da dP CA dpu blication d“Tw enty
Q u estionsdanddAnsw ersdabou tdthedP resbyteriandC hu rch
indAm erica:”

“Position on Homosexuality? It is sin.  But just as with
any  other  sin,  the  PCA deals  with  these  people  in  a
pastoral way, seeking to transform their lifestyle through
the power of the gospel as applied by the Holy Spirit.”

ThedW estm insterdLargerdCa techism dstatesdthedfollow ing :

dddQr duw9 rdWhat are the sins forbidden in the seventh
commandment?
   A. The sins forbidden in the seventh commandment,
besides the neglect of the duties required, are adultery,
fornication, rape, incest, sodomy, and all unnatural lusts;
all  unclean  imaginations,  thoughts,  purposes,  and
affections,  all  corrupt  or  filthy  communications,  or
listening  thereunto;  wanton  looks,  impudent  or  light
behavior,  immodest  apparel;  prohibiting  of  lawful,  and
dispensing with unlawful marriages; allowing, tolerating,
keeping of stews [old English word meaning houses of
prostitution],  and resorting to them; entangling vows of
single life, undue delay of marriage, having more wives
or husbands than one at the same time; unjust divorce,
or desertion; idleness, gluttony, drunkenness, unchaste
company;  lascivious  songs,  books,  pictures,  dancings,
stage  plays;  and  all  other  provocations  to,  or  acts  of
uncleanness, either in ourselves or others.

H eredaredsu m m ariesdofdthedvariou sdstatem entsdtakendby
pastdG eneraldAssem bliesdofdthedP C Adthatdaredsentdtodthe
m edia d w hen d requ esting d thed P CA d position d on
hom osexu ality:

dddddddHomosexual practice is sin.  The Bible teaches
that  all  particular  sins  flow  from  our  rebellious
disposition of heart. Just as with any other sin, the
PCA deals with people in a pastoral way, seeking to
transform  their  lifestyle  through  the  power  of  the
gospel  as  applied  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Hence,  in
condemning homosexual practice we claim no self-
righteousness, but recognize that any and all sin is
equally heinous in the sight of a holy God. 

     dThedP CA disdcom m itteddtodthedsanctitydofdhu m an
sexu aldrelationshipsrddW edbeliev edG od’sdintentdin
creation dw asdthatdm aledand dfem aledw ou ld dbe
com plem entarypdthat d thedpriv ileg edof dsexu al
expressiondw ou lddbedbetw eendm aledanddfem aledonlyp
anddthisdexpression dw ou lddbedonlydindthedcontextdof
m arriag er d dB oth dheterosexu aldand dhom osexu al
sexu aldbehav iordou tsidedof dm arriag edv iolatesdthe
hu m an dspiritdandddistortsdG od’sdintentdfordm en dand
w om enrdd


